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Feel free to contact any of the officers for comments, questions, suggestions or even additions to the newsletter.  We would appreciate hearing from you.


�





Notes from the President


At last month’s chapter meeting we had Larry Johnston, the Team Leader of Galveston County’s Windstorm Inspectors from the Texas Department of Insurance.  It was surprising at how much destruction was caused mainly from the lack of enforcement of local building codes, as it seems now that Hurricane Ike winds did not exceed any building code in the Greater Houston/Galveston Area.  Many of the structures failed due to improper construction, as well as shoddy workmanship.  The more we look at the wind measurements and compare them with the negative impact upon building structures, we can easily see how fortunate it was that Ike didn’t again reach the true major hurricane status it had before it struck Cuba.


Please remember to bring a guest with you to the meeting as we are trying to build our chapter membership this year.  So far this year, we have had a great response and hopefully this will continue as we move into spring and summer.  Those of you that work for one of the private weather providers / consulting companies will hopefully talk with your management team and see if they could possibly become a sponsor for our chapter.  Sponsorships start at just $100 a year, but I am sure Brian would be glad to accept a check for a larger amount if that is possible.  Of course, the company logo will be posted on our chapter website and newsletter.


Another ongoing activity of our chapter is our chapter library located at the NWS Office in League City.  Old college textbooks that cover Earth Science material can be donated to the library.  Buy a book or two off the bargain tables from a book store to donate, or ask teachers for book ideas as we want to make the library available to teachers as well.  Other optional resources are videos, CDs, DVDs, and even computer presentations.  So far, only Channel 2, KPRC-TV has stood up and donated a DVD of their last hurricane special.


One of the new additions during our monthly chapter meetings is an update from our local NWS Office’s MIC, Mr. Gene Hafele, or his representative.  He will lead a short discussion of upcoming / ongoing projects or programs that our membership should find interesting, such as SKYWARN (Storm Spotter) Program.  Do you know of any upcoming events that might be interesting or enjoyable to attend by our membership?  Perhaps a special show, a movie, a mixer?  If you do, please let any of the officers know.


We are looking for some of you with expertise in different fields of meteorology to stand up and join our new “Speaker’s Committee”.  You must be willing to go out and talk to different groups in our area to help educate on any subject in Earth Science / Meteorology.


My last item to touch upon is to ask for help from the membership in finding a chapter PowerPoint projector, screen and speaker system for future presentations, as well as presentations made by the members of our new “Speaker’s Committee.”  This doesn’t have to be a new system, just one that works.  Please ask around where you work and see if there might even be an older model sitting on a shelf that isn’t being used any longer.


See ya there,





See you at the next meeting,


Lew  Fincher





Next Meeting


Kurt Van Speybroeck, 


Spaceflight Meteorology Group


Tuesday, April 21st, 2009


6:00pm





Kurt Van Speybroeck works with the Spaceflight Meteorology Group (SMG) at the NASA Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center in League City.  He became the Lead Forecaster with the SMG in March 2007, then became a Trans Atlantic Landing Forecaster in May 2008 after completing his training.





Prior to working at SMG, Kurt Van Speybroeck traveled from between NWS offices, starting his meteorological internship in Centerville, AL in 1993 then in Brownsville, TX in 1994-1995.  He was an Assistant Forecaster with Severe Local Storms in Kansas City, MO before entering the Storm Prediction Center as the Mesoscale Assistant Forecaster.  Thereafter, he became the Senior Meteorologist at the NWS forecast offices in Albuquerque, NM and Brownsville, TX.  In 2003, he was promoted to Science and Operations Officer (SOO) in Brownsville, TX.





In addition to his exemplary accomplishments within the NWS, he also authored and co-authored seven papers and articles that were presented at the annual AMS meeting, Severe Storm symposium, and annual NWA meeting.





Meeting Information





Dinner and the meeting will be held at Mediterranean Chef on Nasa Parkway near the Johnson Space Center.  Dinner will begin at 6pm with the presentation at 7pm.


The topic of our discussion will be “Decision Support Services and the Future of the NWS”.  In recent years, federal, state, and local agencies have shown and increasing need for weather and meteorological information to plan, respond, and recover from a variety of natural and man-made incidents.  The NWS is exploring several ways to meet this critical need for meteorological decision support.  The NWS Southern Region is making advancement in serving government agencies by offering several levels of service in the Decision Support Program.  This talk will touch briefly on the history of NWS Incident Support, where the NWS is currently providing services, and offer some thoughts on future of the NWS and Decision Support services.





Membership Information


The Houston Chapter boasts of one of the most diverse memberships in the country.  Due to our location we have meteorologists and scientists working for many different types of industry, government, private and media.  These people are involved in forecasting and monitoring weather world-wide, right from Houston. 


In addition, we welcome everyone and anyone who is interested in weather and weather-related topics. 


Our dues are only $10 per year.  Funds are used to pay for dinner and thank you gifts for our speakers, and provide awards for the winners of the Houston AMS Special Awards at the Science and Engineering Fair of Houston held each spring.  


If you’d like to become a member, please fill out the form below with your most recent information, include $10 cash or check and turn it into any officer.  If you prefer, you can mail the form and money to our Treasurer.  Please see the address below.  Checks should be made out to: Houston Chapter of the American Meteorological Society


Mail to: 


Brian Planz 


c/o Wilkens Weather Technologies, Inc. 


2925 Briar Park Drive, 7th Floor 


Houston, TX 77042 


Name___________________________________________


Address_________________________________________


City/State/Zip_____________________________________


Work or Home? (please circle one)


Email Address____________________________________


Home phone number_______________________________


Work___________________________________________


Send my newsletter by:___ mail/___ email.


This is for:____ Dues/____Address change.








Maps & Directions


Mediterranean Chef


1305 Nasa Parkway, Houston, TX 77058


281-486-8854


�


Zoomed out image of the location for the Mediterranean Chef





�


Zoomed in image of the location for the Mediterranean Chef





The Mediterranean Chef is located on the east side of I-45 by the Lyndon B. Johnson Space Center.  The restaurant is situated between Nassau Bay Drive and Kings Park Lane.





Chapter Website		National Website


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amshouston.net" ��www.amshouston.net�		� HYPERLINK "http://www.ametsoc.org" ��www.ametsoc.org�





Calendar of Events


Please submit your suggestions of upcoming events to the secretary for posting in future newsletters


Houston AMS Chapter Meeting


Tuesday, April 21, 2009


Dinner at 6pm, Presentation by Kurt Van Speybroeck of SMG at 7pm�
�
National Hurricane Conference


Location: Austin, TX – Date 6-10 April 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.hurricanemeeting.com" ��http://www.hurricanemeeting.com��
�
Annual Hurricane Conference


Location: George R. Brown Convention Center – Date 30 May 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.houstonconventionctr.com" �http://www.houstonconventionctr.com��
�
National Weather Association Annual Meeting


Location: Norfolk, Virginia – Date 17-22 October 2009


� HYPERLINK "http://www.nwas.org" ��http://www.nwas.org��
�






Contact Information:  � HYPERLINK "mailto:Houstonams@gmail.com" �Houstonams@gmail.com�


Or contact an officer:





President – Lew Fincher


Ph: 281-996-1098


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:lew@hurricaneconsulting.net" ��lew@hurricaneconsulting.net��
Vice President – Aaron Studwell


Ph: 713-361-4973


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:astudwell@yahoo.com" ��astudwell@yahoo.com�


�
Vice President – Drew Wasson


Ph: 281-518-6067


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:drewwasson@gmail.com" \t "_blank" �drewwasson@gmail.com� 


�
�



Treasurer – Brian Planz


Ph: 713-430-7400


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:penst8wx@houston.rr.com" �penst8wx@houston.rr.com�


�
Secretary – Regina Perry


Ph: 713-430-7100


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:stormpsu6@verizon.net" ��stormpsu6@verizon.net�


�
�
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