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Feel free to contact any of the officers for comments, questions, suggestions or even additions to the newsletter.  We would appreciate hearing from you.




Chapter Website		National Website


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amshouston.net" ��www.amshouston.net�		� HYPERLINK "http://www.ametsoc.org" ��www.ametsoc.org�





Speaker Information


While Tim Oram is currently a Senior Forecaster at the NWS Spaceflight Meteorology Group (July 2006 - present), he has worked for the military as a Staff Meteorologist and Weather Flight Commander, for the private sector (NASA Contractor and UBS Warburg Energy) and the National Weather Service as a meteorologist.��Tim earned a B.S. in Physics from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute then studied meteorology at Texas A&M University through Air Force Basic Meteorology Program.  He completed a M.S. at the University of Arizona with his thesis, "The Spatial Variations of Lightning in Small Florida Thunderstorms".





Calendar of Events


88th AMS Annual Meeting


Location: New Orleans, LA – Date: 20-24 January 2008�
�
28th Conference on Hurricanes and Tropical Meteorology


Location: Orlando, Florida – Date: 28 April to 02 May 2008�
�
2008 National Severe Weather Workshop


Location: Norman, OK – Date: 06-08 March�
�
36th Conference on Broadcast Meteorology


Location: Denver, CO – Date: 26-29 June 2008�
�






Membership Information


The Houston Chapter boasts of one of the most diverse memberships in the country.  Due to our location we have meteorologists and scientists working for many different types of industry, government, private and media.  These people are involved in forecasting and monitoring weather world-wide, right from Houston. 


In addition, we welcome everyone and anyone who is interested in weather and weather-related topics. 


Our dues are only $10 per year.  Funds are used to pay for dinner and thank you gifts for our speakers, and provide awards for the winners of the Houston AMS Special Awards at the Science and Engineering Fair of Houston held each spring.  


If you’d like to become a member, please fill out the form below with your most recent information, include $10 cash or check and turn it into any officer.  If you prefer, you can mail the form and money to our Treasurer.  Please see the address below.  Checks should be made out to: Houston Chapter of the American Meteorological Society


Mail to: 


Brian Planz 


c/o Wilkens Weather Technologies, Inc. 


2925 Briar Park Drive, 7th Floor 


Houston, TX 77042 


Name___________________________________________


Address_________________________________________


City/State/Zip_____________________________________


Work or Home? (please circle one)


Email Address____________________________________


Home phone number_______________________________


Work___________________________________________


Send my newsletter by:___ mail/___ email.


This is for:____ Dues/____Address change.








�





Maps & Directions


Sudie’s Seafood House


352 N. Gulf Freeway, League City


(281) 338-5100





�








Notes from the President – 





One of the more fascinating things I learned in meteorology school was that the Space Shuttle, if launched in certain conditions, can actually create its own lightning.  Obviously that would be disastrous for the launch.  Tim Oram is the Senior Forecaster for the NWS Spaceflight Meteorology Group and part of his job is to ensure that the Space Shuttle launches safely without triggering any lightning.  Mr. Oram will share how the Kennedy Space Center’s and Johnson Space Center’s lightning detection system works and how these systems are used for Space Shuttle support.


Some of us will remember Dr. Richard Orville’s talk last year on Texas A&M’s lightning detection network.  This talk will expand the discussion with more focus on the national lightning location networks and how the Space Center uses this information for launches.  Mr. Oram will also discuss how this information can be used to keep the public safe from lightning strikes.


This is going to be an excellent talk and I hope you all can join us,


Anthony Yanez





Lightning Detection and Location: An Overview of Methods





Tim Oram, Senior Forecaster


Spaceflight Meteorology Group – National Weather Service





Wednesday 16 January


Sudie’s Seafood House, League City


Dinner – 6:00pm


Meeting – 7:00pm








The presentation begins with “triggered lightning”, when an aircraft or a space vehicle causes a lightning flash to occur.  The examples I use are from Kennedy Space Center ’s and JSC’s lightning detection system as these systems are used for the Space Shuttle support.


The discussion continues on common lightning detection and location systems such as national lightning location networks, total lightning systems, electric field mills, sferics sensors, and optical sensors. Followed by a description of the science behind the methods is discussed as it relates to the physical processes associated with the lightning flash and personal experiences, that illustrate the application of the information to lightning hazard mitigation and safety.��A primary goal of this presentation is to give an appreciation of the complementary nature of the various lightning detection and location methods.  No single method provides a complete picture of the lightning hazard.


See page 2 for information on our speaker.
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Contact Information


President – Anthony Yanez


Ph: 713-778-8950


Email:� HYPERLINK "mailto:AYanez@kprc.com" �AYanez@kprc.com��
�
Vice President – Patrick Blood


Ph: 281-337-5074 (Ext:304)


email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:pgblood@yahoo.com" �pgblood@yahoo.com��
�
Secretary – Dorri Breher


Ph: 713-947-5798


email: dorri_breher@yahoo.com�
�
Treasurer – Brian Planz


Ph: 713-430-7400


email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:penst8wx@houston.rr.com" �penst8wx@houston.rr.com� �
�
Or e-mail the Local Chapter: � HYPERLINK "mailto:%20houstonams@houston.rr.com" \t "_blank" �houstonams@houston.rr.com�
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