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Feel free to contact any of the officers for comments, questions, suggestions or even additions to the newsletter.  We would appreciate hearing from you.


�





Chapter Website		National Website


� HYPERLINK "http://www.amshouston.net" ��www.amshouston.net�		� HYPERLINK "http://www.ametsoc.org" ��www.ametsoc.org�





Speaker Information


Barry Lefer attended the University of Virginia where an introductory class about Acid Rain got him hooked on Atmospheric Chemistry. Graduate school was the University of New Hampshire where a lot of his work consisted of travelling all over the world sampling trace gases and particles from aircraft. Barry went to NCAR to study radiation from the Sun and ozone photochemistry by making UV measurements.





Now at the University of Houston for three years, his two main areas of research are (1) trying to understand the ozone pollution in large cities, and (2) that happens to that pollution after it is transported to Greenland and Antarctica.  He also teaches classes in Climate Change and Atmospheric Chemistry.





Barry is married and both he and his wife last moved from Colorado to Houston. This was a big (and exciting) change for them. While we still miss a few things in Colorado (friends, mountains, and moderate climate), Houston is starting to feel like home. They are all still adjusting to the warm weather, except the cat, Jean-Luc, who seems to love the heat.





Calendar of Events


National Hurricane Conference


Location: Orlando, FL – Dates: 31 March to 4 April�
�
2008 Public-Private Partnership Forum


Location: Washington, D.C. – Dates: 22-23 April�
�
28th Conference on Hurricanes and Tropical Meteorology


Location: Orlando, FL – Dates: 28 April to 2 May�
�
36th Conference on Broadcast Meteorology


Location: Denver, CO – Dates: 26-29 June�
�






Membership Information


The Houston Chapter boasts of one of the most diverse memberships in the country.  Due to our location we have meteorologists and scientists working for many different types of industry, government, private and media.  These people are involved in forecasting and monitoring weather world-wide, right from Houston. 


In addition, we welcome everyone and anyone who is interested in weather and weather-related topics. 


Our dues are only $10 per year.  Funds are used to pay for dinner and thank you gifts for our speakers, and provide awards for the winners of the Houston AMS Special Awards at the Science and Engineering Fair of Houston held each spring.  


If you’d like to become a member, please fill out the form below with your most recent information, include $10 cash or check and turn it into any officer.  If you prefer, you can mail the form and money to our Treasurer.  Please see the address below.  Checks should be made out to: Houston Chapter of the American Meteorological Society


Mail to: 


Brian Planz 


c/o Wilkens Weather Technologies, Inc. 


2925 Briar Park Drive, 7th Floor 


Houston, TX 77042 


Name___________________________________________


Address_________________________________________


City/State/Zip_____________________________________


Work or Home? (please circle one)


Email Address____________________________________


Home phone number_______________________________


Work___________________________________________


Send my newsletter by:___ mail/___ email.


This is for:____ Dues/____Address change.








Opportunities








Attention ALL undergraduate students!  Are you interested in winning a $500 cash award, like the idea of meeting 400 operationally-focused forecasters, scientists and researchers participating in the 33rd National Weather Association Annual Meeting in Louisville , Kentucky, for FREE, and having the privilege to make a presentation on your work?  The National Weather Association (NWA) is looking for those undergraduates who have written an original paper on meteorological satellite applications and wants to award YOU the prestigious 2008 Meteorological Satellite Applications Award Grant.  If you interested in finding out more about this outstanding opportunity, check out the announcement for the 2008 Meteorological Satellite Award Grant at � HYPERLINK "http://www.nwas.org/committees/rs/2008_NWA_MetSat_Award_Flyer.pdf" \t "_blank" �http://www.nwas.org/committees/rs/2008_NWA_MetSat_Award_Flyer.pdf�.  The deadline for award nominations is June 15, 2008. For more award information, go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nwas.org/grants/NWAMETSATAwardGrant.php" \t "_blank" �http://www.nwas.org/grants/NWAMETSATAwardGrant.php�, or contact Ken Carey, Chair of the NWA Remote Sensing Committee, via � HYPERLINK "mailto:kcarey@noblis.org" \t "_blank" �kcarey@noblis.org�.





Maps & Directions


Saltgrass Restaurant, Meyerland Plaza


520 Meyerland Plaza @ Loop 610 and Beechnut





�








Notes from the President – 


We have three great meetings left before the summer break.  We are also still waiting to see who will take over as president for the 2008/2009 year.  I hope someone will step up and lead this great group of meteorologist.  If you are interested, I would be happy to speak with you about what the role entails.  Please e-mail me at � HYPERLINK "mailto:Anthony@kprc.com" ��Anthony@kprc.com�.  





This month, we have an insightful talk by Dr. Barry Lefer, professor at the University of Houston.  He’ll present his findings on air quality and ozone concentrations here in Houston.  And back by popular demand is Saltgrass Restaurant in Meyerland Plaza.  I received more complements on meeting here than any other restaurant in Houston.      


	


Finally, as I’m sure you have all heard by now, Bill Read, our former local AMS President and meteorologist-in-charge of the Houston/Galveston National Weather Service is now the Director of the National Hurricane Center in Miami, Florida.  He is currently slated to be our final presenter for our last meeting of the season.  To my knowledge, this will be the first time the Director of the NHC will meet with our group.  It will be interesting to hear his insight on a highly visible position and what his new team is doing to prepare for the hurricane season.








I hope to see you on the 25th,





Anthony Yanez





Lessons from the 2006 Texas Air Quality Study


Barry Lefer, Assistant Professor of Geosciences


University of Houston





Tuesday, 25 March


Saltgrass Restaurant, Meyerland Plaza


520 Meyerland Plaza @ Loop 610 and Beechnut


Dinner – 6:00pm


Meeting – 7:00pm





Los Angles Smog and Houston Ozone, if you’ve been watching the news the last 10 years, these two cities have been mentioned more than any other US cities when it comes to air pollution.  Barry Lefer and his colleagues at the University of Houston have been studying Houston’s Ozone problem and participated in the 2006 Texas Air Quality Study.


This evening, we will learn about the characteristics of a bad ozone day in Houston; the conclusions of the study; the latest insights on ozone formation; and the causes of a bad ozone forecast.





�





Contact Information


President – Anthony Yanez


Ph: 713-778-8950


Email:� HYPERLINK "mailto:AYanez@kprc.com" �AYanez@kprc.com��
Vice President – Patrick Blood


Ph: 281-337-5074 (Ext:304)


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:pgblood@yahoo.com" �pgblood@yahoo.com��
�
Treasurer – Brian Planz


Ph: 713-430-7400


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:penst8wx@houston.rr.com" �penst8wx@houston.rr.com�


�
Secretary – Dorri Breher


Ph: 281-652-1057


Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:dorri_breher@yahoo.com" �dorri_breher@yahoo.com�


�
�
Or e-mail the Local Chapter: � HYPERLINK "mailto:%20houstonams@houston.rr.com" \t "_blank" �houstonams@houston.rr.com�
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